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Instructions for Completing This Report
Research papers are written so that investigators can share their results and ideas with other professionals. Research papers give other researchers several specific kinds of information:
· What were our questions?
· How did answering these questions contribute to the body of knowledge?
· How did we do our research?
· What data did we collect?
· What do the data mean?
· What conclusions can we draw from our research?

Five Elements of a Research Paper (IMRAD) 
To be sure that all of this information is in every paper, many researchers use a standard outline for their writing. This outline is sometimes called the "IMRAD" format and has five parts: 
1) Introduction (I)
2) Materials & Methods (M)
3) Results (R)
4) Analysis (A)
5) Discussion/Conclusion (D)

What Information Belongs in Which Section?
Introduction (I) 	The Introduction explains why you decided to conduct your research. For example: What did your literature search reveal and what influence did it have on your research questions? What questions are you trying to answer? What information about previous research or existing knowledge do you have? How did the existing knowledge help you decide what to do in your own research? The Introduction can also explain how your research continues the work of another project.
Materials and Methods (M) 	The Materials and Methods section provides a clear description of exactly what you did and how you did it. For example: What kind of data collection instrument did you use? Did you use an existing tool, or did you develop your own? Under what circumstances was your data collected, and by whom? What kinds of data did you record? How did you record your data? You should provide enough information so that other people can understand what you did and can duplicate your work.
Results (R) 	The Results section presents your data. For example: What did you observe? In the case of surveys, what is the quantitative data you collected? What qualitative data did you collect from such tools as focus groups? The Results section often contains graphs or tables; these displays are usually the best way to present lots of numbers. The Results section should match your Materials and Methods section. That is, if you present data in the Results section, then the Materials and Methods section should say when and how you collected it. If you explained in the Materials and Methods section that you were looking for certain variables, the Results section should show how many of those variables you actually observed even if the number was zero. Studies about the environment or behaviour often have a section within the Materials and Methods called the Site Description. The Site Description provides information about the habitat or surroundings in which the research was conducted. This information is often important in helping other scientists understand your results. 
Analysis (A) 	The Analysis section says what the results mean. Many scientific writers confuse the Results section and Analysis section. The Results section contains the data themselves—the specific numbers you recorded. The Analysis section explains the relationships seen in these data. Patterns that you discovered in the Results section are described in the Analysis section.
Discussion/ Conclusion (D) 	The Discussion section answers the questions asked in the Introduction. The Discussion section reports the conclusions of your study by answering the question asked in the introduction. For example: Did you discover what you thought you would find? Were the results different from what you expected? What have you learned from your analysis? The Discussion section is also the place to put ideas about future research studies. You may have answered the big questions you started with, but now the answers lead to new questions. Put those new questions here, in the Discussion.
Once you have written all these sections— I, M, R, A, and D — go back and check your work to see if everything is there, if it’s in the right order, and if it makes sense.
Bibliography
In addition to the IMRAD, most papers include a bibliography at the end of the document. Please include a bibliography in your report.
Metrics
ARI also is required to collect statistics about engagement in applied research and innovation projects at Fanshawe College. Please fill in the following chart:
	Participants
	Total

	Number of faculty who served as part of your research team (include yourself)
	

	Number of support staff on the team
	

	Number of administrative staff on the team
	

	Number of students on the team*
	

	Number of external partners involved in the project**
	


*Please list the programs from which the student participants were drawn:  Click here to enter text.
**Please list the names and organizational affiliations of all external persons involved in the research, e.g., Dr. John Doe, London Health Sciences Centre, etc.:  Click here to enter text.
Time to Begin
Now, using the IMRAD plus bibliography model, tell us about your project.
Fill in each section under the appropriate heading, using as much space as necessary.  Insert relevant pictures, charts, and graphs if you wish.
Approved project reports will be posted to the Publications, Presentations & Articles section of the Research Fanshawe website so your work can be shared with colleagues and others.


[NAME OF PROJECT]
RIF Project Number:  Click here to enter text.
Principal Investigator:  Click here to enter text.
Co-Investigator(s):  Click here to enter text.
Date Report Prepared:  Click here to enter a date.
Introduction:
Click here to enter text.
Methods & Materials:
Click here to enter text.
Results:
Click here to enter text.
Analysis:
Click here to enter text.
Discussion/Conclusions:
Click here to enter text.
Bibliography:
Click here to enter text.
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