
Gerontology - Interprofessional Practice 
School of Community Studies 
GIP2 - Gerontology - Interprofessional Practice 

This program has been permanently suspended.   

Program Description 
This graduate certificate program is designed to offer students the relevant knowledge and skills 
needed to enhance their professional practice in the care of the specialized population of aging 
adults.   Students will have the opportunity to develop skills in recreation and leadership, 
developmental disabilities, mental health, thanatology, and social interventions that support 
quality of life and person-centred care.   Participation in an interprofessional field placement and 
research with community organizations will further prepare graduates for employment in settings 
that support the aging person. 

Document of Recognition 
Gerontology - Interprofessional Practice Ontario College Graduate Certificate 

Program Type 
A One-Year Ontario College Graduate Certificate Program 

Learning Outcomes   
● Comply with legislation and regulations governing professional practice within the 

Canadian health care system. 
● Apply research in current issues and trends in gerontology to inform senior care plans 

and services. 
● Consider the availability and effectiveness of community resources and referrals to plan, 

navigate and advocate for senior care. 
● Analyze the strengths and needs of seniors independently or with an interprofessional 

team to plan, implement and evaluate programs. 
● Assess the communicative, mental, physical, emotional and social health of older adults 

to promote healthy aging. 
● Communicate effectively to promote person and family centered care and strengthen 

interprofessional collaborative practice. 

Career Opportunities 
This program will provide a broad range of community service and health care professionals 
with the knowledge and skills necessary to work with older adults. Graduates may find 
employment opportunities in settings such as retirement, long term care, group homes, day 
programs, case management and home support services.   
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Admission Requirements 
A Two- or Three-Year College Diploma, or a Degree 
OR 
Acceptable combination of related work experience and post-secondary education as judged by 
the College* 
OR 
Five years of work experience in the health or human services industry as judged by the College 
to be equivalent* 
Note: *Applicants may be required to submit a resume and cover letter that includes details of 
work experience. 

Approximate Costs 
Fee details are available at www.fanshawec.ca/fees   

Contact 
School of Community Studies: 519-452-4224 

Campus Codes and Intakes 
● Program Code: GIP2 
● Campus Code: LC (LC - London) 
● September/January Admission 
● 15 week terms 
● Academic Calendars available at www.fanshawec.ca/academicdates   

Applicant Selection Criteria 
Where the number of eligible applicants exceeds the available spaces in the program, the 
Applicant Selection Criteria will be: 

● Preference for Permanent Residents of Ontario 
● Receipt of Application by February 1st (After this date, Fanshawe College will consider 

applicants on a first-come, first-served basis until the program is full) 
● Achievement in the Admission Requirements 

Recommended Academic Preparation 
Diploma, advanced diploma, or degree studies in social or health care fields or an allied diploma 
or degree. 

English Language Requirements 
Applicants whose first language is not English will be required to demonstrate proficiency in 
English by one of the following methods: 

● A Grade 12 College Stream or University Stream English credit from an Ontario 
Secondary School, or equivalent, depending on the program's Admission Requirements 
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● Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) test with a minimum score of 88 for the 
Internet-based test (iBT), with test results within the last two years 

● International English Language Testing System (IELTS) Academic test with an overall 
score of 6.5 with no score less than 6.0 in any of the four bands, with test results within 
the last two years.   SDS Program Requirements.    

● Canadian Academic English Language (CAEL) test with an overall score of 70 with no 
score less than 60 in any of the four bands, with test results within the last two years 

● Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE) with a minimum score of 59, with test results 
within the last two years 

● A Cambridge English Test (FCE/CAE/CPE) with an overall score on the Cambridge 
English Scale of 176 with no language skill less than 169, with test results within the last 
two years 

● Fanshawe College ESL4/GAP5 students: Minimum grade of 80% in ESL4/GAP5 Level 9 
or 75% in ESL4/GAP5 Level 10 

Post-Admission Requirements 
The following items are applicable to the program and are time sensitive. Please refer to 
www.fanshawec.ca/preplacement for important information about preparing for placement by 
the due date: 

● Possession of a Standard First Aid course certificate (either St. John Ambulance or 
Canadian Red Cross or equivalent) and a Basic Rescuer course certificate (Level "C" 
CPR) 

● Evidence of Good Health 
● Police Record Check and Vulnerable Sector Screening, including a check of the 

Pardoned Sexual Offenders Database 
● Mandatory Placement Assessment for WRIT Course 
● Professional Practice Health Form 
● Guide to Completing your Professional Practice Requirements 
● Pre-Placement Process 
● Placement Agreement 

Program Pathways 
For information about Program Pathways visit www.fanshawec.ca/programpathways   

Program Curriculum 
Level 1 
Take all of the following Mandatory Courses: 
GERI-6016 The Aging Population - Credits 3.00 
GERI-6017 Mental Health in Gerontology - Credits 3.00 
GERI-6018 Interprofessional Practice - Credits 3.00 
RECN-6003 Therapeutic Recreation Intervention - Credits 3.00 
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HLTH-6044 Person, Family & Community Practice - Credits 3.00 
GERI-6019 Thanatology - Credits 3.00 
RSCH-6008 Research Literacy - Credits 2.00 

Level 2 
Take all of the following Mandatory Courses: 
EDUC-6039 Strategies for Communicative Success - Credits 3.00 
GERI-6020 Inclusive Practice - Credits 3.00 
GERI-6021 Field Seminar: Aging Population - Credits 3.00 
HLTH-6045 Observation, Documentation & Assessment - Credits 3.00 
FLDP-6017 Field Placement - Credits 5.20 
RSCH-6009 Research Literacy: Capstone Project - Credits 4.00 
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