
Palliative Care 
School of Community Studies 
PAL1 - Palliative Care 

This program has been permanently suspended.   

Program Description 
Palliative care professionals provide essential support to patients and their families with a focus 
on improving quality of life for people living with a serious, sometimes critical illness. 
Fanshawe's Palliative Care graduate studies program provides students with the training 
required to support the physical, emotional, spiritual and social needs of patients who are 
experiencing a transition in health care. 

Document of Recognition 
Palliative Care Ontario College Graduate Certificate 

Program Type 
A One-Year Ontario College Graduate Certificate Program 

Learning Outcomes 
● Advocate for the dignity, self-worth and independence of the palliative individual, their 

family and significant others to enhance quality of life and meet their needs. 
● Reflect on one’s own feelings and values in the areas of loss and bereavement and to 

plan for self care. 
● Collaborate as part of an interdisciplinary team in palliative care within the scope of one’s 

own profession to provide integrated, inclusive and holistic care 
● Communicate with compassion while adapting to the needs of the palliative individual, 

their family and significant others in a variety of situations 
● Practice stress management skills using reflective practice to prioritize self-care and 

support the care team, the palliative individual and their family 
● Develop, implement, document and re-assess a plan of care for a palliative individual in 

consultation with the interprofessional team members. 

Admission Requirements 
Ontario College Diploma, Ontario College Advanced Diploma, Degree, or equivalent in a health 
or community service discipline; 
OR 
An acceptable combination of related work experience and post-secondary education as judged 
by the College* 
NOTE: *Applicants may be required to submit a resume and cover letter that includes details of 
work experience. 
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Approximate Costs 
Fee details are available at www.fanshawec.ca/fees   

Applicant Selection Criteria 
Where the number of eligible applicants exceeds the available spaces in the program, the 
Applicant Selection Criteria will be: 
1. Receipt of Application by February 1st (After this date, Fanshawe College will consider 
applicants on a first-come, first-served basis until the program is full) 
2. Achievement of the Admission Requirements 

Recommended Academic Preparation 
Ontario College Diploma, Ontario College Advanced Diploma, Degree, or equivalent in a health 
or community service discipline. 

Recommended Personal Preparation 
This is an intensive program that deals with the very sensitive stage of life where individuals and 
families/supports are dealing with emotions and plans around the death and dying of a loved 
one. Prospective students should be prepared to manage and reflect on their own experiences, 
beliefs and values around the care of loved ones in the final stages of life. Self care is an 
important part of this program, as it is in Palliative Care. 

English Language Requirements 
Applicants whose first language is not English will be required to demonstrate proficiency in 
English by one of the following methods: 

● A Grade 12 College Stream or University Stream English credit from an Ontario 
Secondary School, or equivalent, depending on the program's Admission Requirements 

● Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) test with a minimum score of 88 for the 
Internet-based test (iBT), with test results within the last two years 

● International English Language Testing System (IELTS) Academic test with an overall 
score of 6.5 with no score less than 6.0 in any of the four bands, with test results within 
the last two years.   SDS Program Requirements.    

● Canadian Academic English Language (CAEL) test with an overall score of 70 with no 
score less than 60 in any of the four bands, with test results within the last two years 

● Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE) with a minimum score of 59, with test results 
within the last two years 

● A Cambridge English Test (FCE/CAE/CPE) with an overall score on the Cambridge 
English Scale of 176 with no language skill less than 169, with test results within the last 
two years 

● An English Language Evaluation (ELE) at Fanshawe College with a minimum score of 
75% in all sections of the test, with test results within the last two years 
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● Fanshawe College ESL4/GAP5 students: Minimum grade of 80% in ESL4/GAP5 Level 9 
or 75% in ESL4/GAP5 Level 10 

Program Pathways 
For information about Program Pathways visit www.fanshawec.ca/programpathways.   

Program Curriculum 
Level 1 
Take all of the following Mandatory Courses: 
HLTH-6052 Cornerstone of Palliative Care - Credits 3.00 
COMM-6048 Communication & Relationships in PC - Credits 3.00 
HLTH-6053 Comprehensive Palliative Care - Credits 3.00 
SOSC-6004 Diversity in Palliative Care - Credits 3.00 
SOSC-6005 Awareness of Death & Dying - Credits 3.00 
SOCI-6019 Palliative Care Across the Lifespan - Credits 3.00 
EDUC-6046 Communicative Success in PC 1 - Credits 2.00 
RSCH-6026 Research Essentials - Credits 2.00 

Level 2 
Take all of the following Mandatory Courses: 
EDUC-6047 Communicative Success in PC 2 - Credits 2.00 
HLTH-6055 Comfort & Wellbeing in PC - Credits 3.00 
SOCI-6018 Ethics in Palliative Care - Credits 3.00 
COMM-6049 Interprofessional Teamwork - Credits 3.00 
HLTH-6056 Champion for Quality in PC - Credits 3.00 
RSCH-6027 Research Project: Capstone - Credits 4.00 
HLTH-6054 Simulation-Capstone - Credits 3.00 
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