
Fanshawe College convocation 

Spring 2014 guest speakers 

 

Mr. John Schucht, retired executive, Canada Trust (June 10 at 10 a.m.) *honorary Diploma 

recipient 

Mr. Tom Jenkins, chair, OpenText Corporation (June 10 at 2 p.m.) 

Ms. Laura Elliott, director of education and secretary, Thames Valley District School Board 

(June 11 at 10 a.m.) 

The Honourable Frank McKenna, deputy chair, TD Bank Group (June 11 at 2 p.m.) *honorary 

Degree recipient 

Dr. Cindy Hutnik, professor, Departments of Ophthalmology and Pathology, Ivey Eye Institute 

and Western University (June 12 at 10 a.m.) 

Mr. Don Donner, retired Executive Director, Boys' & Girls' Club of London (June 12 at 2 p.m.) 

*honorary Diploma recipient 

Mr. Hank Vander Laan, founder and senior advisor, Trojan Technologies (June 13 at 10 a.m.) 

*honorary Diploma recipient 

Ms. Michelle Baldwin, executive director, Pillar Nonprofit Network (June 16 at 10 a.m.) 

Dr. Cal Stiller, professor emeritus, Western University (June 16 at 2 p.m.) *honorary Diploma 

recipient 

Ms. Denise Pelley, community relations manager, London and District Junior Achievement 

(June 17 at 10 a.m.) 

Mr. Robert Hurst, journalist (June 17 at 2 p.m.) *honorary Degree Recipient 

 

Brief biographies for each of our guest speakers are included below. 

  



June 10, 2014 – 10:00 a.m. 

Mr. John F. Schucht 
Retired Executive, Canada Trust 

Honorary Diploma recipient 

 

In 1964, John Schucht started a thirty-three year career with Waterloo Trust in Kitchener, which 
was eventually was taken over by Canada Trust, providing him significant growth opportunities. 
He started in accounting and administration in the mortgage lending area and eventually 
advanced to national manager of mortgage services. 

Many head office positions and experiences followed leading to senior executive roles, including 
president of the real estate subsidiary Truscan Realty, executive vice-president of retail banking, 
chief operating officer and ultimately vice-chairman of the board. He has also served on the 
boards of Oxford Properties, Highstreet Asset Management, Ellis-Don Construction, AGF Trust 
Company, AGF Management Ltd., TD Waterhouse Bank in the U.S. and Robarts Research 
Institute in London. 

John enjoys serving the community in leadership roles with initiatives like the hospital campaign, 
United Way in Toronto, and most recently the Canadian Cancer Society's $2 billion campaign. 

  



June 10, 2014 – 2:00 p.m. 

Mr. P. Thomas (Tom) Jenkins, OC, CD, FCAE, LLD, MBA, MASc, B Eng&Mgt 
Chair, OpenText Corporation 

 

Tom Jenkins has been active for more than 30 years in innovation and economic development 

in both the private and public sectors. Mr. Jenkins is currently Chair of OpenText ™ Corporation 

of Waterloo, Ontario, a billion-dollar multinational enterprise software firm and the largest 

software company in Canada. He is also an Executive Fellow at the School of Public Policy at 

the University of Calgary. 

Over the past 25 years, Mr. Jenkins has pioneered many of the technologies commonly used 

today to manage digital information to increase productivity and governance, including one of 

the first internet search engines, the first Internet-based Document Management system and the 

earliest versions of Social Networking software. 

In addition to chairing the Canadian Digital Media Network, which co-ordinates 

commercialization activity in our country's digital economy, Mr. Jenkins has chaired or co-

chaired a number of forums and review panels on international trade, public spending and 

innovation. He advises many government organizations, sits on several boards, and has 

received notable awards for engineering, entrepreneurship and executive leadership. 

He is a Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Engineering (FCAE). He was awarded the 

Canadian Forces Decoration (CD) and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal (QDJM). Mr. 

Jenkins is an Officer of the Order of Canada (OC). Mr. Jenkins is a successful author, and is 

active as a philanthropist for the benefit of universities, hospitals, military trusts, historical and 

cultural organizations and scholarships for disadvantaged students, children of veterans, and 

recognition of academic achievements.   



June 11, 2014 – 10:00 a.m. 

Ms. Laura Elliott 

Director of Education and Secretary, Thames Valley District School Board 

  

During her 33 years in education, Laura Elliott has held numerous leadership positions in both 

Canada and Germany. As a published author and presenter, she is a leading expert in the 

areas of innovative leadership, learning, teacher practice and equity and inclusive education. 

She was appointed the fourth director of education and secretary of the Thames Valley District 

School Board in 2013. 

Laura holds degrees from Athabasca University, the University of Toronto and Western 

University. She has participated in the Ontario Principals’ Council International Exchange to 

New South Wales, Australia and studied with the Rotman School of Management. She has 

served as president of the Ontario Public Supervisory Officers’ Association and is currently on 

the Western University Senate. Laura has been recognized for her leadership and academic 

excellence by the Canadian Association of School Administrators. 

 

 

  



June 11, 2014 – 2:00 p.m. 

The Honourable Frank McKenna, P.C., O.C., O.N.B., Q.C. 
Deputy Chair, TD Bank Group 

Honorary Degree recipient 

 

As deputy chair of TD Bank Group, Frank McKenna is responsible for supporting the bank's 
customer acquisition strategy, particularly in wholesale and commercial banking. 

Frank has held numerous leadership positions in both the public and private sector. For a 
decade (1987–1997) he was Premier of New Brunswick, having earned three consecutive 
majority governments, including the historic victory in 1987 of all 58 seats in the legislature. The 
McKenna government significantly improved the province’s standard of living and quality of life. 
He also played a central role nationally as lead advocate for the Canada-U.S. Free Trade 
Agreement and internationally as the Canadian Ambassador to the United States, navigating 
contentious bilateral issues related to trade and security. 

In the private sector, Frank is in wide demand as a corporate director. He currently chairs 
Brookfield Asset Management and is on the board of Canadian Natural Resources. He has also 
chaired the board of CanWest Global and has served on many other boards. 

Frank is a graduate of St. Francis Xavier University as well as Queen’s University and the 
University of New Brunswick Law School. He was appointed to the Order of Canada in 2008 
and has received eight honorary doctorates. 

  



June 12, 2014 – 10 a.m. 

Dr. C. M. L. (Cindy) Hutnik BSc, MD, PhD, FRCS(C) 
Professor, Departments of Ophthalmology and Pathology, Ivey Eye Institute and Western 
University 

 

Dr. Hutnik completed doctorate work at the National Research Council of Canada, and holds 
degrees from the University of Ottawa, Western University and the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison. She is a member of a number of committees and editorial boards, and an Advisory 
Board member for a number of major pharmaceutical companies. 

Dr. Hutnik has a full-time clinical glaucoma practice at the Ivey Eye Institute in London, where 
she is involved in the clinical training of residents and medical students. She is also Medical 
Coordinator of the ophthalmic basic science laboratory at the Lawson Health Research Institute 
in London, supervising an independent program of both clinical and basic science research. 

Dr. Hutnik chairs the Summer Research Training Program at Western, which fosters an interest 
in, and aptitude for, research in junior medical students. She also supervises fourth-year 
honours thesis students in the departments of Pathology and Physiology, as well as keen 
secondary school co-op students. 

  



June 12, 2014 – 2:00 p.m. 

Mr. Don Donner 
Retired Executive Director, Boys' & Girls' Club of London 

(Recreation Leadership, 1972) 

Honorary Diploma recipient 

  

Born and raised in Truro, Nova Scotia, Don started his career in recreation and community 
service in London as a Program Coordinator with the Boy Scouts of Canada. He also worked in 
Pickering, in his hometown of Truro and in Calgary before returning to London as Executive 
Director of the Boys' and Girls' Club here, currently the largest in the Boys’ and Girls’ Club 
family in Canada. He retired in 2013 after 35 years of service. He credits his education at 
Fanshawe College, in Recreation Leadership, for much of his success. 

Throughout his career, Don has helped to raise millions of dollars for the Boys’ and Girls’ Club 
Foundation and a number of other causes, for which he helped to plan and run fundraising 
events through his small business, Don Sar. He has always enjoyed advocating on behalf of 
children, youth, and low-income adults. He has been recognized with numerous awards and 
honours. 

   

 

  



June 13, 2014 – 10:00 a.m. 

Mr. H.J. (Hank) Vander Laan 
Founder and Senior Advisor, Trojan Technologies 

Honorary Diploma recipient 

 

Hank Vander Laan founded Trojan Technologies Inc. in 1976, acquiring the patent for a small 
ultraviolet device for private water supply applications. His company is now a global leader in its 
field with revenues well in excess of $200 million per year. 

Prior to founding Trojan Technologies, Hank was vice-president of Canadian Cable Systems 
Limited, where he was responsible for technical operations and personnel for the largest cable 
television company in Canada. 

Hank has served on a number of public and private boards, including Western University, the 
Stiller Centre of Technology Commercialization, London TechAlliance, Fanshawe Symphonic 
Chorus and the Ivey School of Business among others. Hank also served on the board of the 
Ontario Government’s Clean Water Legacy Trust as well as the Investment and Trade Advisory 
Council to the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade. 

In 2006, he was inducted into the London Business Hall of Fame. 

Today, he represents Trojan as senior advisor exploring strategic alliances, directions and 
solutions for providing safe drinking water to large urban areas. 

  



June 16, 2014 – 10:00 a.m. 

Ms. Michelle Baldwin 
Executive Director, Pillar Nonprofit Network 

 

As Executive Director of Pillar Nonprofit Network, Michelle Baldwin is a social innovator whose 
personal mission to be a community synergizer that enriches the lives of others. Michelle has 
extensive experience in nonprofit management, social innovation, communications, and 
fundraising. Michelle previously held positions with the Brain Tumour Foundation and Thames 
Valley Children’s Centre. She currently serves on the boards of Huron University College and 
Ontario Nonprofit Network, serves on the London Health Sciences Community Advisory Council 
and is the National Peace Bus Sponsorship Coordinator for Children International Summer 
Villages. Michelle holds a Master's degree in Educational Psychology, a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Psychology, as well as a Communications and Public Relations Professional Certificate from 
Western and a Volunteer Management Certificate from Fanshawe College. 

  



June 16, 2014 – 2:00 p.m. 

Dr. Calvin R. (Cal) Stiller, OC, O.ONT, MD, F.R.C.P.(C),  D.F.C.A.H.S. 
Professor Emeritus, Western University 

Honorary Diploma recipient 

 

Dr. Calvin Stiller was raised in Saskatchewan and obtained his medical degree and fellowship 
there. Following seven years of post-graduate studies he joined Western University and 
University Hospital to become a professor at the Department of Medicine and director of 
immunology at the John P. Robarts Research Institute. 

Dr. Stiller established the Multi-Organ Transplant Service in London and was principal 
investigator of the Canadian multi-centre study that established the importance of Cyclosporine 
in transplantation and led to its worldwide use as first-line therapy for transplant rejection. He 
co-chaired a government task force on organ donation, co-founded the Multiple Organ Retrieval 
and Exchange Program, was elected to the council of the Transplantation Society and co-
chaired the first International Congress on Ethics in Transplantation. 

In 1984, Dr. Stiller and his colleagues proved that human Type I Diabetes was an auto immune 
disorder and amenable to immunosuppressive treatment. 

Dr. Stiller has served with the Medical Research Council of Canada, numerous boards and 
committees, and a number of charitable organizations. He also chairs BioQuest Innovations Inc. 
and Chelsey Corporation and founded Diversicare Corporation, Oracle Network Corporation, 
Medical Discovery Management Corporation and Canadian Medical Discoveries Fund Inc. 

He is an Officer of the Order of Canada, and has received numerous national awards and an 
honorary degree. In 1998 Dr. Stiller was named chair of the Ontario Research and Development 
Challenge Fund and a director of the Ontario Innovation Trust, which together provided over 
$1.2 billion in support for research and development in Ontario universities, and in alliances 
between business and research institutions over ten years. 

  



June 17, 2014 – 10:00 a.m. 

Ms. Denise Pelley 
Community Relations Manager, London and District Junior Achievement 

  

Denise is an accomplished musician and performer whose career highlights include opening for 
Aretha Franklin and working with trombonist Ray Anderson, gospel/blues legend Jackie 
Richardson and flamenco guitarist Jesse Cook. Her one-woman show Jazzabel premiered at 
the Grand Theatre in London to sold-out audiences before travelling to the National Museum for 
Women in the Arts in Washington, DC and Urban Stages Theatre in New York City. Her work 
has also been featured in Oprah Winfrey's "O Magazine." 

Denise has performed with symphony orchestras and festivals throughout Ontario, and has won 
numerous local and national awards for her accomplishments, contributions and support to her 
community. When she's not performing, Denise volunteers with Canadian Aid for Southern 
Sudan and has made seven trips to South Sudan to deliver music and art camps for children. 
She is also a volunteer with Educate the Children helping to raise funds for a school in Nigeria. 

 

  



June 17, 2014 – 2:00 p.m. 

Mr. Robert Hurst 
Journalist 

Honorary Degree Recipient 

 

Robert Hurst is an award-winning Canadian journalist, author, and public speaker. In 2011, he 
retired as the President of CTV News and Current Affairs after a 38-year career in broadcasting. 
During his tenure, CTV News became Canada’s first choice for both national and local news. He 
led Canada’s most-watched news programs, overseeing all aspects of CTV’s national, 
international and local news operations. 

Robert has held numerous senior positions at CTV News, distinguishing himself as a reporter, 
news editor, author, and correspondent in cities throughout the world, including Ottawa, 
Moscow, Washington and Beijing. When his family was living in Russia, Robert founded the 
Moscow Little League, Russia’s first baseball league for kids. 

He has earned six Gemini Award nominations, including three Best Reportage nominations, as 
well as the Radio Television News Directors Association President's Award for distinguished 
service to the broadcast industry, and a Gold Medal at the 1983 New York Film Festival. In 
2007, TV Guide named Robert the most powerful person in Canadian television news. 

Since his retirement, Robert has taught at Fanshawe as a visiting professor, and he and his wife 
Cathy travel extensively. 


